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Let’s Go Fishing 

'Let's go fishing!' focuses on the fishing history of Newbiggin but can be used more generally 
as a resource to learn about working communities in the early 20th century.  
It introduces Key Stage 2 pupils to archival sources such as maps, census records, 
newspapers and photographs and how they can be used as evidence.  
 
Pupils investigate the changes that took place in the fishing village between 1860 and 1920 
and use archive photographs and census records to learn about the jobs people worked in. 
They then become 'history detectives' to learn about a fishing disaster that took place in 
Newbiggin. 
 
 

This learning resource was developed as part of a project with Dove Marine Laboratory in 
Cullercoats and two Newbiggin primary schools. 

 
 
Download the following images from www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-
museum/about-us/learning/ for your group to explore and work with: 

• Map 1 - 1860 
• Map 2 – 1920 
• Census record – Vernon Way, Newbiggin by the Sea 

  

http://www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/
http://www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/
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ACTIVITY 1 

These workshops are designed for the classroom.  For the first workshop, divide your class 
into 3 groups. The groups will then take it in turns to move around 3 tables featuring maps, 
census records and photographs. The pupils should work together to answer the questions 
on the worksheet using Map 1 and Map 2 as reference. 

 
Was Newbiggin a big place in 1860? What makes you think this? 
 
Pupils can be encouraged to think about what 'big place' means – in comparison to what? 
If pupils know the area, they could compare it to how it is now, for example noting the 
absence of buildings in areas they know are now occupied. They can also compare it with 
the later map and see that it is smaller, or may count streets, amenities etc. 
 
What jobs do you think people might have had?  
 
Pupils can try and guess people’s job roles. The fact that the town is near the sea would 
suggest that inhabitants were fisher folk, and fields could suggest farmers. 
 
The second map shows Newbiggin in 1920, just after the end of the First World War. 
Can you spot three differences between this map and the 1860 map? 
 
•    The town is bigger 
•    Railway line and train station 
•    Woodhorn Demesnes has increased in size 
•    New school building close to Woodhorn 
•    Colliery 
 
Why do you think Newbiggin had become a bigger town by 1920? 
 
•    Increased population 
•    Presence of new colliery 
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ACTIVITY 2 (census records) 
 
Review the census return for Vernon Pace, Newbiggin in 1891. 
                                            
Using the census material, the pupils can find the answers to the following questions) 

▪ Who is the oldest person on the street? 
▪ Who is the youngest? 
▪ What do the men in the Storey family do as a job 
▪ Only one of the women on the street is listed as having a job. What is her name and 

what did she do?  
▪ Do you think that she was the only woman on the street who worked? Have you 

seen evidence on the other tables to help you think about this?  

 

 
The final question encourages pupils to interrogate what they find in archival records.  

If they based their answer solely on census records, they may answer that the women were 
not employed and only worked in the home. However, by combining these records with 
photographs, pupils can see that women were engaged in a variety of tasks outside the 
home, and that the census record is not fully representative. 

Download Census records images 1 to 16 from 
www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/  

 

Possible questions for pupils: 
What do you think the people in the photographs are doing? 
Make a list of the different jobs people in the fishing community did. 
 

 

http://www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/

