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School Life 
 
In 1873, a new school was established to educate the sons and daughters of the miners of 
Ashington. The money to build it was raised through church funds and public subscription, 
the most prominent subscriber being the Ashington Coal Company.  
 
Before this, children had been taught at two small schools, but because of the growth in the 
mining industry in the second half of the 19th century, these schools were no longer 
sufficient to serve the needs of the increasing population. Also, by the end of the 19th 
century, new laws were passed which meant that more children were going to school. In 
1880, elementary education was made compulsory for all children, although they still had to 
pay for schooling until the 1891 Free Education Act allowed most children to receive a free 
elementary education.  
 
 

Download the following images from www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-
museum/about-us/learning/ for your group to explore and work with: 

• Image – school log book (CES/21/2/1pg64) 
• Image – school log book (CES/21/2/1pg143) 
• Image – school book cover (EP/99/168) 

  

http://www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/
http://www.museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/woodhorn-museum/about-us/learning/


Museums Northumberland outreach resource 
School Life 

Page 2 of 2 
 

ACTIVITY 
The minimum school leaving age was raised to 12 in 1899. 
 
Every day the headmaster of a school would write down in the school log book what had 
happened, including what the children would be learning, how many children were absent 
and any unusual incidents.  
 
The next two questions are about log book entries for Hirst County Primary School, another 
Ashington school built to accommodate the needs of the expanding population. 
 
1. Look at school log book page number 64. 

▪ a. Write down 2 of the poems the children will be learning. 
▪ b. What will the children be learning about in geography? 

 
2. Look at school log book page number 143. 

▪ a. Why is attendance so poor? 
▪ b. How long do they close the school for and why? 

Classes could be very large! At Bothal School, in the late 1890s, one teacher had a class of 
104 children, with the assistance of only one pupil teacher, who would be a former pupil 
training as a teacher by helping a qualified member of staff. 
 
A log book entry for Bothal School Infant Department (where the youngest children were 
taught) lists the subjects being taught as: 
 
‘dictation, reading, handwriting, arithmetic and mental, colour and form object lessons, 
sewing, knitting and musical drill.’  
 
 
3. Look at the copy book cover from a school in Alwinton, Northumberland, in 1905. 

▪ a. What exercises would have been found in one of these books? 
▪ b. How should the pen be held? (look at the right edge) 
▪ c. How many children have used this book? 

 


